MINUTES
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

The Brandon Planning & Zoning Commission met in regular session at 6:30 p.m. on October 16,
2025 at the Brandon City Council Chambers.

Roll call was taken. Members present were Commissioners Megan Bassett, Brooks Noem, Rob
Schoeneman, Alica Thiele and Michael Toates. Also present were Building Official Paul
Clarke, City Administrator Bryan Read and City Engineer Tami Jansma. Absent:
Commissioner Brian Heidbrink, Alderwoman Barb Fish, Mayor Harry Buck and Development
Director Patrick Andrews.

Vice-chairperson Alica Thiele chaired the meeting.

Commissioner Bassett moved Commissioner Toates seconded to approve the agenda. Motion
carried.

Commissioner Toates moved Commissioner Schoeneman seconded to approve the minutes of
the October 2, 2025 regular meeting. Motion carried.

Matt Petty, 100 W. Beechnut Street, was present for discussion. Matt had received a letter from
Paul Clarke, Brandon Building Official, in regards to a trailer that is not parked on a hard surface
on his property. Matt would like to request landscape rock and/or gravel be added to the
ordinance and allowed as a hard surface for parking.

A public hearing was held, as advertised, to consider a Re-Zoning Application for 108 W. Park
Street. Alliance Communications, the owner of the property, is requesting a re-zone from NRC-
Natural Resource Conservation to GB-General Business to allow for the construction of a
telecommunications tower on the property. Craig Snyder, Elevated Towers, 2309 St. Peters
Circle, Sioux Falls, SD was present for discussion. Chelle Eischens, Elevated Towers, 1012
River View Court, Watertown, SD, was present for discussion. Craig discussed concerns with
possible RF emissions, spot zoning concerns and the Telecommunications Act of 1996.

Elevated Towers has commissioned an independent 3™ party to discuss the RF emissions at the
City Council meeting scheduled for October 20, 2025. The results of that study will be released
once received.

Meghan Penning, 1301 S. Fernwood Avenue, Brandon, SD was present for discussion. Meghan
voiced her concerns with the proposed re-zone of 108 W. Park Street which would allow for the
construction of a telecommunications tower by conditional use. Meghan is concerned with the
location being so close to schools and residentially zoned properties. Meghan suggested Aspen
Park be considered for a possible location for this tower.

Erin Taggert, 1900 W. Tyler Circle, was present for discussion. Erin is concerned with the
location being so close to schools and residentially zoned properties. Erin stated that the FCC
has not updated their guidelines for telecommunication towers since 1996.

Jonathan Penning, 1301 S. Fernwood Avenue, Brandon, SD was present for discussion.
Jonathan asked about the possibility of locating the tower in Aspen Park.



Craig Snyder stated that the Commission can’t consider RF emissions when making a decision
whether to approve or deny the re-zone request.

Commissioner Toates moved Commissioner Schoeneman seconded to make recommendation of
approval to the City Council. A roll call vote showed Bassett, Noem, Schoeneman, Thiele,
Toates aye. Motion carried.

Discussion held on the appeal process for Board of Adjustment Decisions to City Council. A
draft amendment was presented. No action taken at this time.

At 8:04 p.m., having no further business, Commissioner Bassett moved Commissioner Toates
seconded to adjourn the Planning & Zoning Commission meeting. Motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted,

Melissa Labahn Bryan Read
Recording Clerk City Administrator



