
MINUTES 
 PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 
 
The Brandon Planning & Zoning Commission met in regular session at 6:30 p.m. on November 
21, 2024 at the Brandon City Council Chambers.  
 
Roll call was taken.  Members present were Commissioners Megan Bassett, Brian Heidbrink, 
Brookes Noem, Rob Schoeneman, Alica Thiele and Michael Toates.  Also present were 
Alderwoman Barb Fish, Building Official Paul Clarke and Development Director Patrick 
Andrews.  Absent: Mayor Harry Buck, City Administrator Bryan Read and City Engineer Tami 
Jansma.   
 
Commissioner Noem moved Commissioner Toates seconded to approve the agenda. Motion 
carried. 
 
Commissioner Thiele moved Commissioner Toates seconded to approve the minutes of the 
November 7, 2024 regular meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
A public hearing was held, as advertised, to consider changes to the sign regulations for the City 
of Brandon.  Commissioner Heidibrink moved Commissioner Toates seconded to make 
recommendation of approval to City Council with the last sentence in paragraph 2 being 
removed.  Motion carried.  
 
A public hearing was held, as advertised, to consider an ordinance regarding drive-through 
service facilities.  Commissioner Heidbrink suggested using “drive-through service facility” in 
place of “drive-through service window” to make it consistent throughout the ordinance and to 
include the Light Industrial and Heavy Industrial districts as well.  Commissioner Schoeneman 
moved Commissioner Toates seconded to make recommendation of approval to City Council 
with the above changes.  Motion carried. 
 
A public hearing was held, as advertised, to consider changes to the R-2 zoning regulations for 
the City of Brandon.  Discussion held on snow removal concerns when lots are subdivided, 
where do the interior lots put their snow?  Commissioner Toates moved to make a 
recommendation to deny to City Council.  Motion failed for lack of a second.  Commissioner 
Thiele moved Commissioner Heidbrink seconded to table further discussion to the next regular 
meeting on December 5, 2024.  Motion carried. 
 
A public hearing was held, as advertised, to consider changes to the fence regulations for the 
City of Brandon.  This removes the exception that no fences be placed in a drainage easement if 
the overall cumulative width of such easement is 20’.  Commissioner Bassett moved 
Commissioner Toates seconded to make recommendation of approval to City Council.  Motion 
carried.   
 
 
 
 



Discussion held on wireless towers for cell carriers.  The City has received a request to construct 
a cellular tower on Tract 2 in Block 13 of Parkview Estates.  Current zoning ordinance for the 
City of Brandon does not allow cell towers in the NRC-Natural Resource Conservation District.  
Patrick Andrews, Brandon Development Director, provided information from area communities. 
Jonah Snyder, 5313 S. Eastwood Avenue, Sioux Falls, SD, was present representing Elevated 
Towers.  Staff will work with Jonah and develop a draft ordinance for a future meeting. 
 
Commissioner Toates moved Commissioner Noem seconded to move agenda item #12 before 
item #11.  Motion carried. 
 
Anne Pedersen, Garretson, was present for discussion.  Anne owns a coffee shop in Garretson 
and would like to relocate her business to Brandon.  The property she is looking at is currently 
zoned Heavy Industrial, which does not allow for beer & wine sales.  It was the consensus of the 
Commission for Patrick to draft language to allow alcohol sales in conjunction with a principle 
use in the Heavy Industrial district, to be presented at a future meeting. 
 
Discussion held on the R-2 zoning district.  Appears to be a typo in the side yard setback 
requirements for the single-family attached.  When R-2 is adjacent to R-1 the side yard setback 
should be increased and not reduced as the current ordinance states.  It was the consensus of the 
Commission to change the side yard setback requirement “0’ or 10’ on non-party wall side” to 0’ 
or 5’ on non-party wall side.”  Patrick will update the draft ordinance and schedule for public 
hearing. 
 
At 7:57 p.m. having no further business, Commissioner moved Commissioner seconded to 
adjourn the Planning & Zoning Commission meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
 

                                                    Respectfully Submitted, 
 
_____________________________    ______________________________ 
Melissa Labahn      Patrick Andrews 
Recording Clerk      Development Director 
 


