
MINUTES 
 PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 
 
The Brandon Planning & Zoning Commission met in regular session at 6:30 p.m. on December 
5, 2024 at the Brandon City Council Chambers.  
 
Roll call was taken.  Members present were Commissioners Megan Bassett, Brian Heidbrink, 
Brookes Noem, Rob Schoeneman, Alica Thiele and Michael Toates.  Also present were 
Alderwoman Barb Fish, Building Official Paul Clarke, City Engineer Tami Jansma and 
Development Director Patrick Andrews.  Absent: Mayor Harry Buck and City Administrator 
Bryan Read.   
 
Commissioner Heidbrink moved Commissioner Toates seconded to approve the agenda as 
amended. Motion carried. 
 
Commissioner Thiele moved Commissioner Bassett seconded to approve the minutes of the 
November 21, 2024 regular meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
A public hearing was held, as advertised, to consider changes to the R-2 zoning regulations for 
the City of Brandon.  This was tabled at the November 21, 2024 Planning & Zoning 
Commission meeting.  Discussion held on snow removal concerns when lots are subdivided, 
where do the interior lots put their snow?  Russell Adkins, 8304 S. Timber Oak Circle, Sioux 
Falls, SD was present for discussion.  Russell is the developer for the Aspen Ridge 
Development.  Commissioner Noem moved Commissioner Bassett seconded to make 
recommendation of approval to the City Council.  Motion carried. 
 
A public hearing was held, as advertised, to consider a Home Occupation Permit Application for 
404 N. Oak Ridge Road.  Applicant Martin Walterhouse was present for discussion.  Martin is 
requesting a home occupation permit to operate a short-term rental for traveling nurses & doctors 
in the walk-out basement of his home.  Applicants Martin & Desiree Walterhouse, 404 N. Oak 
Ridge Road, were present for discussion.  Commissioner Heidbrink discussed that he felt this 
should be a Conditional Use for a single-family attached dwelling in an R-1 Residential District.   
Jim Meyers, 400 N. Riverwood Circle, was present for discussion.  Jim questioned how do we 
limit the number of people that are in the home and how do limit it to just doctors and/or nurses?  
It was the consensus of the Commission to not require a Home Occupation Permit for this 
particular use as it’s more of a dwelling issue as it relates to number of non-related adults.  No 
further action taken. 
 
Discussion held on wireless towers for cell carriers.  The City has received a request to construct 
a cellular tower on Tract 2 in Block 13 of Parkview Estates.  Current zoning ordinance for the 
City of Brandon does not allow cell towers in the NRC-Natural Resource Conservation District.   
Craig Snyder, 2309 St. Peter Circle, Sioux Falls, SD, was present representing Elevated Towers.   
Patrick Andrews, Brandon Development Director, presented an updated draft ordinance.  No 
action taken at this time. 
 



Discussion held on townhomes along N. 9th Avenue.  The property owner wants to re-plat these 
4-plex’s into separate lots, to be individually sold, which some would not meet the minimum lot 
widths and minimum lot area requirements per Zoning Ordinance.  Troy Sabers, 1531 S. River 
Oak Avenue, Brandon, was present for discussion.  Troy owns these properties.  Ron Weber, 
Hegg Realtors, was present for discussion.  It was the consensus of the Commission to move 
forward with the Planned Development zoning for these lots and proceed with scheduling the 
public hearing. 
 
Discussion held on the R-2 zoning district.  Appears to be a typo in the side yard setback 
requirements for the single-family attached.  When R-2 is adjacent to R-1 the side yard setback 
should be increased and not reduced as the current ordinance states.  It was the consensus of the 
Commission to change the side yard setback requirement “0’ or 10’ on non-party wall side” to 0’ 
or 5’ on non-party wall side.”  It was the consensus of the Commission to proceed with 
scheduling the public hearing. 
 
Discussion held on alcohol sales in the Light Industrial and Heavy Industrial zoning districts. 
It was the consensus of the Commission to proceed with scheduling the public hearing. 
 
Discussion held on possibly allowing VRBO/short term rental properties in Brandon.  Joey 
Larson, 420 N. Oak Ridge Road, was present for discussion.  No action taken at this time. 
 
Building Permits for November were presented:  #20240588 - #20240621.  No action required. 
 
At 9:13 p.m. having no further business, Commissioner Thiele moved Commissioner Toates 
seconded to adjourn the Planning & Zoning Commission meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
 

                                                    Respectfully Submitted, 
 
_____________________________    ______________________________ 
Melissa Labahn      Patrick Andrews 
Recording Clerk      Development Director 
 


