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March 31, 2023 
 
 
RE: Rushmore Area Reconstruction – Phase 2 

Brandon, SD 
 
Dear Property Owner/Tenant: 
 
The Rushmore Area Reconstruction – Phase 2 project was bid and Metro Construction from Tea, 
SD was awarded the contract. Based on the Contractor’s proposed schedule, construction 
activities are expected to start over the next few weeks. The Contractor plans to begin the street 
and utility construction work on Yellowstone Drive, Cedar Street east of Cedar Circle, and Cedar 
Circle the week of April 10th. This area is shown on the attached exhibit as Phase 1. Also, trees 
marked for removal will begin to be removed on all phases of the project area. MidAmerican 
Energy, Midco, and Sioux Valley Energy will also be on site to relocate private utility lines in 
various locations within the project limits that will be impacted by the project. DGR will have 
survey staff on-site staking for the utility relocations and marking property lines and trees that 
will be removed with the project. 
 
Due to the nature of the work, all mailboxes will need to be removed to facilitate the construction. 
Temporary mailboxes will be set up along Rushmore Drive near the intersection of Needles Drive 
in front of the Autumnview Apartments, as shown on the exhibit.  Your existing mailboxes will be 
placed on your property near the removal limits. Homeowners may elect to keep their mailboxes 
if desired, or, if they are not wanted, you may leave them at the curb and the Contractor will 
dispose of them. Once the project is complete, Cluster Box Units (CBU’s) will be installed at the 
intersection of Cedar Street and Cedar Circle, and Cedar Street east of Splitrock Boulevard for 
future mail delivery. The exhibit also shows the location for future CBU’s. Properties in the project 
area that currently use an existing CBU will not be impacted and shall plan to get their mail as 
they do now. There are properties in the project area that will be receiving a separate letter 
indicating that your mail will begin to be delivered in an existing CBU and will not use a temporary 
mailbox.  
 
It is strongly recommended that you remove any personal property you have within the City’s 
right-of-way prior to construction. This includes, but is not limited to, sprinkler systems, 
underground dog fences, landscaping materials (rock, retaining walls, plants/trees, etc.), 
gardens, play set equipment, fences, etc. that you wish to retain. It will be assumed by the City 
that any private property that is not removed from the right-of-way or that for which coordination 
to stay has not been made, may be removed, and disposed of as necessary to facilitate 
construction of the project. 
 
Residents that have underground sprinkler systems should contact your sprinkler or landscape 
contractor and have your irrigation system capped before the construction starts and have your 
contractor send the bill for the work directly to the City of Brandon. For repairs after construction, 
please contact your sprinkler or landscape contractor to do the repairs and invoice the City 
directly. If the invoice is over $600 then they will need to submit it to Adam Praska at the City, 



March 31, 2023 
Page Two 
 
by email at apraska@cityofbrandon.org, for approval BEFORE they do the work. For anything 
under $600 your contractor can perform the work and bill the City directly and they will pay for 
it. The City will not reimburse homeowners for the work. 
 
Although it is planned to maintain access to driveways to the extent possible during construction, 
property owners should anticipate temporary closures and delays during the construction process.  
Weather can also impact construction progress and access to homes as wet and muddy conditions 
can make travel extremely difficult. Property owners will need to plan accordingly when these 
issues arise.  Residents throughout the project that have mobility issues should contact DGR to 
allow us to help coordinate access for you. 
 
A text messaging system will be used by the City to send out updates on street closures or alerts 
throughout construction of the project. To subscribe to the text message updates, text the word 
“rushmore” to 33222. Updates during construction of the project will also be available for viewing 
on the City’s website. A QR code is provided at the bottom of this letter and on the attached 
exhibit that will take you to the project website. 
 
We understand this project will have an impact on your daily routine and your patience during 
this period of construction is greatly appreciated. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
DGR Engineering 
 
 
 
Craig Lauritzen, PE 
 
cc: Tami Jansma, City Engineer 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
For project information on the City of Brandon website:                   
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Preparing for Construction

Tree Removal
Great effort was made to save existing trees 
where possible. A few reasons a tree will be 
removed are:

Replacement of trees:

•	 Ash species threatened by the 
Emerald Ash Borer.

•	 Located within grading area for 
improvements and utility work.

•	 Located too close to a street light
•	 Located too close to a water or 

sewer service
•	 Located too close to a fire hydrant

•	 A diverse mix of species will be 
replaced for long-term resiliency.

•	 Species will be selected from the City’s 
Approved Street Tree Species List. 

Temporary mailboxes will be provided in 
your neighborhood during construction.

Mail

Garbage
Please contact your garbage service 

provider for information on continued 
services during construction.

Parking
It will be necessary to park on side streets 
and walk to your property across adjacent 

lawns. Please be a good neighbor.

Street Closure
Anticipate that you will NOT have direct access 

to your driveway for two to three months.

Prepare for rain and slippery conditions. 
Pack your shoes and umbrella and wear 

a pair of boots or galoshes.

Be Prepared

Water/Sewer
You will be given advanced notice for 
temporary water outages. No sanitary 

sewer interruptions are anticipated.

Construction of 
this nature means 

you will experience 
inconveniences. 

This is an important 
project that will bring 
needed improvements 

to our community. 

Please don’t hesitate to reach out with any 
questions or special accommodations.

Tami Jansma, City Engineer
Cell: (605) 679-0129
Email: tjansma@cityofbrandon.org



Cluster Box Unit (CBU) 2133

2134

2135

2136

2137

2138

2139

2140

2141

1P 2P

2146

2147

2148

2149

2150

2142

2143

2144

2145

What is a CBU?
A cluster box unit (CBU) is a free-standing, pedestal 
mailbox with 8, 12, 13, or 16 individually locked mailbox 
compartments and up to 2 integrated parcel lockers. 
Since all cluster boxes are USPS approved, they are the 
most common community mailboxes on the market. 

Tami Jansma, City Engineer
Cell: (605) 679-0129
Email: tjansma@cityofbrandon.org

•	 Having one central location for mailboxes 
improves safety as it reduces traffic from mail 
carriers.

•	 CBUs improve safety for mail carriers from 
customer’s dogs.

Safety

•	 CBUs often cost less than individual curbside 
mailboxes.

•	 Curbside mailboxes tend to be replaced more 
frequently due to vandalism or struck by 
vehicles, garbage trucks, and snowplows.

Cost

Efficiency
•	 Having CBUs creates an efficient delivery service.

•	 CBUs are mounted facing a sidewalk so the 
customer no longer needs to worry about 
snow removal around their individual mailbox.

Weather

Appearance
•	 CBUs improve the appearance of the neighborhood by 

clustering all of the mailboxes into one central location.

•	 All CBUs for a neighborhood are consistent in color and style.

•	 CBUs eliminate the need for the carrier to pull in and 
out between parked cars while servicing multiple boxes 
along a street.

•	 Having one central location for all mailboxes frees up 
parking along the curb.

Traffic & Parking

•	 Each CBU contains a parcel locker which allows the carrier 
to securely leave packages at the mailbox. If the parcel is 
to large for the parcel locker, the parcel will be delivered to 
the owners door.

•	 Each CBU has a built in secure outgoing mail slot.

•	 CBUs provide added security to protect from mail theft by 
each having it’s own lock and key.

•	 CBUs also reduces identity theft as the customers name/
address is not displayed on the outside of the box.

Security
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